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Grading & Degree Posting 
S: satisfactory; I: incomplete; U: unsatisfactory

 All forms and requirements need to be in the Office of Field Experiences

 Passing grade on your PRAXIS PLT (email or bring the score sheet if 
not turned in)

 TWS should be in and scored or PPAT Scores and redoes

 Once your grade is posted, April Meeker reviews your transcript to make 
sure you have all coursework and GPA as per the SDAR (South Dakota 
Administrative Rules) then she posts your degree.

 Remember you cannot be certified until you have your degree posted!

 When your degree is posted, I can complete the certification paperwork and 
submit it the Department of Education. It takes 2 to 3 weeks to review all 
transcripts. 

 It takes about 10 to 12 weeks for the DOE-Certification Office to process 
your request.



Requesting your Official 

Transcript

http://www.bhsu.edu/Academics/RegistrationRe

cords/TranscriptRequest/tabid/472/Default.aspx

Once your degree is posted, you will receive 

your diploma. You will be able to request 

OFFICIAL transcripts at that time.

BHSU.edu

A-Z index – Go to T

Transcript request (link above)

http://www.bhsu.edu/Academics/RegistrationRecords/TranscriptRequest/tabid/472/Default.aspx


Credential File

Typically school districts may ask for:

 Copy of your diploma

 Copy of your teaching certificate

 Transcripts

 Resume

 Letters of references

 Contact references

 PRAXIS scores

 Evaluation from student teaching (optional!)



One More Time…

You are entering the world of professionals who are 

“watched” 

It is not too late to clean up

 Your phone message

 Your profile on Facebook

 Your text messages

 In short…your digital tattooing

Pay attention to your appearance



CERTIFICATION



South Dakota –

http://www.doe.sd.gov/aotq/teachercert.aspx 

INITIAL CERTIFICATION

Initial certification requires verification from an 
accredited university that the candidate has 
completed an approved education program.

Educators who have never held a South Dakota 
teaching certificate must complete the online 
initial application. 
Initial certification requires verification from an 
accredited university that the candidate has 
completed an approved education program.

https://apps.sd.gov/Applications/DE04Public/TeacherCertification/SDDOEOnlineApplications.aspx




Initial Certificate in South Dakota –

http://www.doe.sd.gov/aotq/teachercert.as

px 



Wyoming – http.state.wy.us
Professional Teaching Standards Board

Initial (First Time) or Reinstatement License

You will need an Institution Recommendation

 It comes to my office

 I fill it out and mail it back to you

 You mail it to the PTSB office

Wyoming certifies elementary teachers K-6; K-12 SPED are SPED 
Generalist

PRAXIS tests approved in SD qualify for Wyoming

License effective date (validity dates): For applicants who may be 
concerned about the “effective” date of their license or permit, 
please be assured that the effective date of your license will be the 
date your complete application was received by our office. 
Example: If your complete application was received 02/08/2012, 
but it takes five weeks for the license to be issued, the effective 
date of your license will be 02/08/2012, not the day it is issued. This is 
another reason that it is crucial for you to ensure you have carefully 
read the application instructions and have submitted a complete
application packet that includes all required documentation. 







WY Institutional Recommendation (p. 13) 

& Criminal Conviction Information



North Dakota- www.nd.gov/espb

Education Requirements

 The North Dakota Education Standards and Practices Board (ESPB) (701-328-
9641) expects that as a candidate for teacher licensing, you complete a state-
approved, bachelor’s and master's level teacher education program. You will be 
expected to major or minor in the area in which you intend to become licensed. The 
program must include a professional education sequence and a general studies 
sequence. You must have an overall GPA of at least 2.5 and complete a course in 
North Dakota Native American studies. 

 If you wish to be licensed at the elementary level, you must complete 34 semester 
hours (50 quarter hours) of professional education coursework

 If you wish to be licensed at the secondary level, you must complete 26 semester 
hours (40 quarter hours) of professional education coursewor

 Basic skills testing:
All new teachers in North Dakota must pass the Praxis I Basic Skills exam in 
Reading (with a score of 173), Writing (score of 173) and Mathematics (score of 
170). 

http://www.nd.gov/espb/licensure/
http://www.teaching-certification.com/north-dakota-teaching-certification-programs.html


Colorado
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeprof/licensure_firsttimeapp

 An Initial License shall be valid for three years from the date of 

issuance and may be renewed. Click here if you have questions about 

reciprocity. Please be aware that all applicants must pass a criminal 

background check that is based upon submission of fingerprints to the 

Colorado Bureau of Investigation prior to being issued a Colorado 

license. - See more at: 

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeprof/licensure_firsttimeapp#sthash.dKho

Kxzp.dpuf

http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeprof/licensure_firsttimeapp


Colorado http://www.cde.co.us/cdeprof/

 An Initial Teacher License requires that an applicant submit his/her legal name, address and 

social security number. 

 Once these criteria are met, an initial license may be issued to an applicant who: 

 Holds a bachelor's or higher degree from an accepted, regionally accredited institution of 

higher education.

 Has completed an approved teacher preparation program at an accepted institute of 

higher education.

 Has provided an approved program verification form.

 Has submitted a complete application for licensure, including official transcripts, 

associated fees, and other supporting documentation.

 Has demonstrated professional competencies in the subject areas by completing 24 

semester hours of course credit as demonstrated through transcript evaluation, or passage 

of the Colorado State Board of Education-approved content assessment relevant to the 

area of endorsement sought.

 Special Education: need two PRAXIS – Special Education and Elementary







Montana – Office of Public Instruction (opi) 

http://opi.mt.gov/cert/index.html



Minnesota

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/EdExc/Licen/index.html

Minnesota Teacher Licensure Exam 

(MTLE)

 All candidates for Minnesota teaching licensure are required 

to pass a series of Minnesota Teacher Licensure 

Examinations (MTLE).

 The test is also called BASIC SKILLS 

http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/EdExc/Licen/index.html
http://www.mtle.nesinc.com/


AFTER YOUR CERTIFICATION

 The Teacher 411 system at http://teacher411.sd.gov/

allows you and your employer to access your certificate 

information including highly qualified teaching 

assignments.

 Additional certification information is available online: 

* Renewal information: 

http://doe.sd.gov/oatq/teachercert.asp

* Code of ethics: 

http://www.doe.sd.gov/oatq/professionalpractices.asp

* Professional development opportunities: 

http://www.escweb.net/sd_esa/

http://www.paec.org/teacher2teacher/index.asp

http://www.tie.net/active/workshops/workshopList.aspx

* Praxis II: http://www.doe.sd.gov/oatq/praxis.asp

http://teacher411.sd.gov/
http://doe.sd.gov/oatq/teachercert.asp
http://www.doe.sd.gov/oatq/professionalpractices.asp
http://www.escweb.net/sd_esa/
http://www.paec.org/teacher2teacher/index.asp
http://www.tie.net/active/workshops/workshopList.aspx
http://www.doe.sd.gov/oatq/praxis.asp



